Design and Security Features of Cheques

Cheques are a vital financial instrument used for transactions in India. To ensure their security and authenticity,
several design and security features are incorporated. Here's an overview of these features:

Design Features

1.

Standardized Format: Cheques in India follow a standardized format as per the guidelines of the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI). This includes specific dimensions, layout, and placement of key elements like the date,
payee line, and signature area.

MICR Code: The Magnetic Ink Character Recognition (MICR) code is printed at the bottom of the cheque. It
includes information about the bank and branch, ensuring efficient processing and clearance.

Cheque Number: Each cheque has a unique number printed on it, which helps in tracking and record-
keeping.

Bank Logo and Details: The bank’s logo and branch details are prominently displayed for easy
identification.

Security Features

1.

Watermark: Cheques are printed on special paper that includes a watermark, which is visible when held
against the light. This feature helps prevent counterfeiting.

Pantograph: A pantograph with embedded word “VOID" is included in the lower left hand corner to prevent
fraudulent duplication.

Microlettering: Tiny letters are printed on the cheque, which are difficult to reproduce accurately and can
be seen clearly only under magnification.

CTS-2010 Standards: Cheques are designed to comply with the Cheque Truncation System (CTS) 2010
standards, which enhance security and facilitate faster processing. All new cheques carry printer name
along with “CTS-2010" lettering.

UV Ink: Bank’s logo is printed on the upper left hand corner with ultraviolet ink, which is visible only under
UV light, adding an extra layer of security.

Printing of account number: All cheques have account number pre-printed to avoid any risk of fraud or
tampering.

These design and security features are crucial in maintaining the integrity and trustworthiness of cheques as a
payment method in India. Always ensure that these features are present and intact when handling cheques.
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